
What Makes Jet the Gerbil* Special?

Grade Range: K – 3

Time: 30 - 45 minutes

Standards:
NGSS - 1 - LS1.A: Structure and Function
All organisms have external parts. Different 
animals use their body parts in different ways 
to see, hear, grasp objects, protect themselves, 
move from place to place, and seek, find, and take 
in food, water and air. Plants also have different 
parts (roots, stems, leaves, flowers, fruits) that 
help them survive and grow.
LS3.B: Variation of Traits.  Individuals of the same 
kind of plant or animal are recognizable as 
similar but can also vary in many ways.
NGSS - 3-LS4-2: Inheritance and Variation of 
Traits.  Use evidence to construct an explanation 
for how the variations in characteristics among 
individuals of the same species may provide 
advantages in surviving, finding mates, and 
reproducing. 

Materials:
o The Legend of Jet the Gerbil by 

Michael Keller
o Jet the Gerbil coloring page - copy 

for each student
o Optional:

· Scissors
· Glue
· One copy of action labels for
each student

Introduction

Read The Legend of Jet the Gerbil.  

Hand out copies of the Jet the Gerbil coloring page.  Tell students to color in the 
picture of Jet the Gerbil, then have them look at their pictures. 
What kind of an animal is Jet?  What do you see that shows Jet isn’t a person/human?

Animals use their special body parts to help them survive in nature. Sometimes animals 
have similar body parts, and sometimes they are different.  What does your body have 
in common with Jet the Gerbil??  How are you different from Jet the Gerbil?  

Overview:
In this lesson, students will gather information from reading The Legend of Jet the 
Gerbil and come up with suggestions of how gerbils in the wild used their body parts to 
survive in their natural habitat. 

Vocabulary:
traits: physical characteristics of a living thing

*Jet the Gerbil is a trademark owned by Michael Keller



Application
Animals have different body parts that help them survive in different ways.  
How do you think the different parts of a gerbil help them to survive in nature?
Allow some time for brainstorming ‘hypotheses’ about gerbils, then suggest that 
the class should do some research to find more information. 

Younger students:  Summarize the gerbil facts - In nature, wild gerbils live in 
areas that are very dry.  It is sometimes very hot and sometimes very cold. 
There are wild cats that want to eat the gerbils.  Gerbils dig tunnels into the 
ground to stay safe and keep from getting too hot or too cold. Because there 
isn’t a lot of water, there isn’t a lot of food, so gerbils eat a lot of different 
foods: seeds, plants, roots and even bugs.! They live in groups and beat their tails 
on the ground to warn other gerbils of danger. 
Have students cut out the labels at the end of this handout and glue them to 
their picture of Jet the Gerbil, to label the ways they use their body parts to 
survive.

Older students: Read through ‘Gerbil Facts’ at the end of the book and/or 
challenge students to try to find more information from books or websites on 
wild gerbil habitats.  See ‘Recommended Reading’ for suggested resources.
Have students write labels on their picture to show what gerbils can do with 
their different body parts  (hear wild cats, dig tunnels, see food/wild cats, smell 
food, keep warm)

Conclusion
Even though all gerbils have the same body parts, not all gerbils are the 
same.  Sometimes, gerbils can have traits that make them extra-good at doing 
some things.  How was Jet the Gerbil different from other gerbils?

Review the text:  Jet was very big, he ran fast and chewed quickly. He wasvery
brave, and even tried to stand up to a cat!

What do you think Jet the Gerbil would be extra good at doing if he lived in 
nature?

Do you think Jet’s curiosity could also get him in trouble if he lived in nature?  

Even though our pets sometimes have great-great grandparents [ancestors] 
that came from the wild, they are now pets, and wouldn’t know how to survive 
in nature.  It is our job to protect them and keep them safe, just like Michael 
and his dad did for Jet the Gerbil!



Run fast Keep warm Spot cats Dig tunnels

Warn of 
danger

Hear warnings Smell food Chew seeds

Action labels for application activity – 1 set per student
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